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Thursday 26 March 2009 
 

  MEDIA RELEASE 
 

WIMMERA HEALTH CARE GROUP WELCOMES 
SCHOLARS FROM CHINA 

 
Wimmera Health Care Group welcomed three Chinese students to the 
Wimmera today.     
 
The students are part of a visiting scholars program that was set up between 
the health care group and Kunming Medical University last December 
following the Horsham Rural City Council sister city discussions with Nujiang 
Prefecture.   
 
The three students - Tan Li (Tila), who is studying to be a nurse, Wang Yu, a 
medical practitioner and Jiang Shaowei (James), a pharmacist, said that they 
were delighted to be given this exciting opportunity in Australia.  All three will 
graduate later this year.     
 
They said that they are honoured to be given this life-time experience and are 
looking forward to meeting and living with Australian people 
 
Tila, James and Wang Yu will stay in Horsham for the next 11 weeks.  They 
will undertake clinical placements at Wimmera Base Hospital, working 
alongside students from Victorian-based universities.   
 
Chief executive Chris Scott said that he hoped the students would enjoy their 
time in the Wimmera.  “We want to give them a warm Wimmera welcome and 
introduce them to the Australian culture during their time with us.  We hope 
their stay with us to be a positive one that may encourage them to come back 
again once they graduate” he said. 
 
The visiting scholars program is the result of a relationship that was set up 
with Kunming Medical University, a facility that has over 15,000 medical, 
nursing and allied health students.   
 
President of the Board of Management Ms Bonnie Thompson said that the 
visiting scholars program is unique to this part of Victoria and is keenly being 
observed by other health agencies in the State.  “The Board of Management 
believes that such a program supports it’s strategic direction in recruitment 
and retention in the area of skilled migration” she said.   
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Ms Thompson paid tribute to the Horsham Rural City Council initiative to 
embark on its “China experience” which is now bearing results for the 
Wimmera.  
 
Wimmera Health Care Group will work closely with the Regional Skilled 
Migration Program, local service clubs and community groups to ensure that 
the students receive the best possible experience of Wimmera culture during 
their time in Horsham. 
 
People interesting in hosting a student or having them speak at functions 
about their experiences and lifestyle should contact Sue Frankham, 
Community and Private Patient Liaison Officer at Wimmera Health Care 
Group on ph. 5381 9309.  
 

 
Chris Scott (second left) introduces Wang Yu (left), James (third right) and 

Tila (right) to John Forrest (Member for Mallee) and Hugh Delahunty (Member 
for Lowan)   

   
MEDIA CONTACT:  Sue Frankham 
    Community and Private Patient Liaison Officer 
    Ph. 5381 9309 


