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Friday 29 May 2009 
 

  MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 

WIMMERA HEALTH CARE GROUP ACKNOWLEDGES 
TRADITIONAL LANDOWNERS 

 
Approximately 80 people attended a ceremony to honour the region’s 
traditional landowners at Wimmera Base Hospital today. 
 
The ceremony, jointly organised by the health care group and Barengi Gadjin 
Land Council, included the unveiling of a traditional landowners plaque in the 
hospital foyer, featuring the artwork of Aunty Nancy Kennedy, a Wotjobaluk 
Elder.  
 
Ms Gail Harradine, Cultural Heritage Manager at Barengi Gadjin Land Council 
and Co-Chair of the Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start Partnership, spoke about 
the importance of the art work on the commemorative plaque and the stories 
behind the images created in the line drawing. 
 
A further feature of the event was a smoking ceremony and traditional dance 
led by Sonny Secombe. 
 
Chief Executive of Wimmera Health Care Group, Mr Chris Scott, said that the 
ceremony was an important occasion for the health care group and the local 
indigenous community. 
 
“We wanted to pay our respects to the Traditional Owners and their Elders, 
both past and present, of the Wotjobaluk, Jaadwa, Jadawadjali, Wergaia and 
Jupagalk people” he said. 
 
Mr Sandy Hodge, Chief Executive of Barengi Gadjin Land Council said that 
the ceremony was held to coincide with Reconciliation Week, which runs from 
27 to 3 June.   
 
“Reconciliation Week celebrates the rich culture of the First Australians.  This 
year’s theme – turning words into action, really sums up the importance of 
today’s ceremony at Wimmera Health Care Group” he said.  
 
There will be a similar ceremony at Wimmera Health Care Group’s Dimboola 
campus in the near future. 
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From left, Wimmera Health Care Group’s Chief Executive Chris Scott and President  Bonnie 
Thompson are pictured with Jaala Pulford, Member for Western Victoria, and Uncle Lester 
Marks-Harradine  and Leila Harradine, Wotjobaluk Elders and Barengi Gadjin Land Council 
members at Friday’s ceremony 
 
 

 
Sonny Secombe (left) and Lachlan Marks from the Wotjobaluk Dance Group performed a 
smoking ceremony and traditional dance at the ceremony 
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