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Wednesday 30 September 2009 
 

  MEDIA RELEASE 
 

ABORIGINAL FAMILY FUN DAY AT THE ART GALLERY 
 

The Horsham Art Gallery was the venue for a successful aboriginal family fun day 
hosted by the Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start Project last week. 
 
Facilitator, Nola Illin said that families participated in a tour of the gallery and art 
workshops throughout the day.   
 
“Approximately 25 people enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere of the gallery where a 
number of exhibitions were on display at the time” she said. 
 
Local creation stories were told by Gail Harradine and Aunty Nancy Harrison (Gail is 
the Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start Co-Chairperson and artist in her own right and 
Aunty Nancy is a Wotjobaluk Elder).  These stories encouraged the children to draw 
and paint some of the characters such as Tchingal the Giant Emu and Purra the 
Kangaroo. 
 
Ms Illin said that some fantastic artwork was produced by the children which will be 
on display during the Nati- Frinj Festival in October.   
 
“Thanks to the support of the Wimmera Primary Care Partnership, Wimmera 
Catchment Management Authority and Wimmera Health Care Group we were also 
able to give every participant with an Aboriginal Best Start show bag containing a 
range of important health educational information” she said.     
 
Ms Illin said that the gallery was a perfect venue for the family fun day and other 
family outings.  “Our family fun day was a memorable experience and we thank 
gallery staff for making it possible” she said.   
 
Four year old Djarem summed it up when he said that he wanted to live at the 
art gallery, “it’s such a cool place!” he said.  

 
Michael Shiell, Daphne Newton-Marks, Aunty Nancy Harrison and Harper Harradine  

work on their artwork at the Family Fun Day 
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Aunty Nancy Harrison helps out Daphne Newton-Marks at the Family Fun Day at the gallery 
 

 
Yasmin and Djarem Harradine proudly display their artworks 

 
 
MEDIA CONTACT:  Nola Illin 
    Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start Facilitator 
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