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Friday 13 November 2009 
 

  MEDIA RELEASE 
 

TRANSITION PROGRAM FOR ABORIGINAL FAMILIES 
 
Goolum Goolum Aboriginal Co-operative was the venue for an early years 
transition pathways day for Aboriginal families last week. 
 
Co-ordinated by the Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start Education Working Group, 
the pathways day was held as part of National Children’s Week celebrations.  
It focused on Aboriginal families and their children who will be attending 
kindergarten and prep next year.   
 
Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start Partnership Facilitator Nola Illin said that 
representatives from the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development Koorie Education Team were on hand throughout the day with 
information on the importance of children attending kindergarten and primary 
school.   
 
“Parents were provided with tips on assisting their child to read and 
handwriting sheets for children to trace.  There were even some healthy lunch 
box ideas, courtesy of the Wimmera Primary Care Partnership” she said.   
 
Barengi Gadjin Land Council Cultural Heritage Manager and Co-Chair of the 
Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start Project Gail Harradine said that grandparent 
Dianne Secombe had created library bags and art smocks for the 14 children 
that were present.  “The children had a chance to paint their library bags 
which were filled with puzzles, books, lunch boxes, water bottles and other 
resources to take home” she said. 
 
Ms Harradine said that the day was very successful and that the Delkaia 
Aboriginal Best Start Partnership will support the next stage of the transition 
pathway project. 
 
“It is important for families to know that the Koorie Education Team is 
available to further support parents with kindergarten and school visits later on 
if they need it” she said.   
 
For further information about the transition program, people should contact 
Nola Illin, Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start Facilitator at Wimmera Health Care 
Group on ph. 5381 9351. 
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Leroy Malseed, Somah Malseed, Regan Malseed and Natasha Secombe 

 

 
Stacey Haebich–Marks with daughter Mali Newton-Marks 

 

 
Colby McDonald pictured with mum Tammy McDonald and son Curtly McDonald 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS: Sue Frankham 
    Community and Private Patient Liaison Officer 
    Ph. 5381 9309 
 
    Nola Illin 
    Delkaia Aboriginal Best Start Facilitator 
    Ph. 5381 9351 
 
   


